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SIMBER: developmental biology to HPC
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SIMBER as a workshop for sustainable 
international collaboration

Priorities:
• Evolving approaches to digital collaboration

• Optimized digital meeting formats
• Dedicated communication and project organization tools
• Additional digital networking tools and training

• Long-duration exchange (prioritizing trainees)
• Combination travel (multi-event)
• Tailored opportunities for thoroughly-vetted offsetting
• RCN buy-in

Perspective:
• Air travel was responsible for ~15% of total carbon emissions by 

universities in 2018
• This is up from ~8% in 2008 



Digital collaboration tools



Digital Collaboration Tools
centralized, compact, efficient

COMMUNICATION

Synchronous
• Teleconferencing
• Live chat

Asynchronous
• Email lists
• Chat messaging

FILE SHARING

Project-specific

Integrate with comm. 
platforms

INFORMATION SHARING

“One-stop” intranet
• Contact information
• Web forms for e.g. 

funding requests

Temporary solutions

TOOLS FOR SCIENCE

Project-specific

Funding available













SIMBER mobility

Exchange priorities:
• Focused short-term events
• Longer-term trainee exchange (travel + salary support)
• Clear objectives

Procedures:
• Simple online process:
https://podio.com/webforms/26856197/2049834

• Travel 
• Exchange
• Custom workshop-retreat
• Project-specific training

https://podio.com/webforms/26856197/2049834
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SIMBER educational opportunities

Simula Summer School in Computational Physiology

Coding for biologists



SIMBER initial retreat

• Location: Close to Berkeley
• Duration: 2 days
• When: August 2022 (proposed)



SIMBER Springer brief

Simula’s Springer brief 
series will offer final 
summary of the project 
developments
• To be initiated in conjunction 

with a wrap-up retreat (2026)

https://www.springer.com/series/13548

https://www.springer.com/series/13548


SIMBER mobility

• Travel 
• Exchange
• Custom workshop-retreat
• Project-specific training

✓



Dec. 2021 Dec. 2022

Year 1

Digital 
kick-off

SSCP 
(Oslo)

SSCP 
(San Diego)

June Aug July Jan Feb March Apr May Sept Oct Nov 

Intranet/digital 
frameworks

• Kodeskolen/MPS workshop (Berkeley): Healy lab and IdentiPhy lead

• Initial LBNL workshop (Oslo/Berkeley): HPC and Solvers lead

• Individual exchange 

Initial retreat

To be included


